FISHER INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT #600
2010-2011
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Approved by Fisher School Board 9-20-11
This report and the information contained in it is based on the goals, assessment results, standards, plans, requirements, and advisory committee in place during the 2010-2011 academic school year.    The Annual Report on Curriculum, Instruction and Student Achievement is also available in electronic format by accessing the Fisher School Website at http://www.fisher.k12.mn.us and using the link “Annual Report on Curriculum, Instruction and Student Achievement.”  District and Statewide assessment results along with related data from the Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments can be found at the Department of Education website http://education.state.mn.us   Hard copies of the Annual Report on Curriculum, Instruction, and Student Achievement can be obtained by contacting the District Office at 218-891-4105.

ACHIEVEMENT GOALS

Student achievement is a primary mission of Fisher School.  We want all of our students to develop their potential to the fullest extent possible.  To prepare today’s students for tomorrow’s challenges, we set high standards for our students.  Students at Fisher Schools should experience academic achievement that follows them to transition successfully to other educational pursuits, employment opportunities and citizenship.

We expect our students to be able to demonstrate their abilities in the following areas:

· Read, view, and listen to complex information in the English language.

· Write and speak effectively in the English language.

· Use and interpret the arts, music and literature.

· Solve problems by applying mathematics. 

· Conduct research and communicate findings.

· Understand and apply scientific concepts and methods.

· Understand the interactions among people and cultures.

· Use information to make informed decisions.

· Manage resources for a household, a community, or a government.
ACCOUNTABILITY THROUGH ASSESSMENT 2010-2011
To help us evaluate our performance as a District, we use a variety of assessments.  Both state mandated assessments and District directed tests are employed to gather a variety of data on student achievement.  Each assessment has a specific objective and process for using the results to foster positive achievement inside and outside the classroom.  Refer to the District-Wide Testing Program on the following page for a list of the assessments, how they are used, and which student populations participate.  The data collected may be used to measure individual achievement, assess groups of learners, evaluate programs and curriculum, provide comparison with other schools and measure Adequate Yearly Progress.  The Minnesota Department of Education uses State mandated assessment to satisfy federal No Child Left Behind requirements.

Elementary 

Fisher Elementary School participated in the Minnesota Statewide Testing Program.  While these statewide assessments do provide some valuable information, more diagnostic testing that provide in-depth individual student measure and classroom trends are utilized.  Fishder administers the NWEA MAP test to acquire this useful information.  The Northwest Evaluation Association (NWEA) program uses Measures of Academic Progress (MAP), a computerized adaptive assessment program that provides educators with information they can use to improve teaching and learning.  The information is typically available within 24 hours.  This assessment is given three times per year – Fall, Mid-Year, Spring – providing useful data for targeting student needs and measuring their progress during the school year.

The Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments (or alternative assessments as deemed appropriate) were administered to all Elementary public school students in grades 3 - 6.   These Reading and Math tests are assessment tools used by the State as part of an accountability system that charts the progress of schools and district over time.  Students in Gr. 5 were also administered a State Science test during the 2010-2011 school term.
Secondary

Secondary level students were also involved in statewide testing programs.  These testing programs include the Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments and Graduation Required Assessments for Diploma (GRAD).  Gr. 7 - 11 students were also administered select NWEA MAP tests including reading, math and language.   Students in grades 8 & 10 were also administered the NWEA Science test to indicate strengths and weakness in that area.

Students who entered grade 8 in 2005–06 school year or later must meet the requirements for the Graduation-Required Assessments for Diploma (GRAD) in reading, mathematics and writing in order to graduate from a Minnesota public high school. These tests measure proficiency on the Minnesota Academic Standards and other essential skills.  
*The 2009 Education Bill changed the mathematics graduation requirements for students in the Classes of 2010 – 2014.  Students in these five classes are not required to obtain a proficient score on the Mathematics Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments (MCA-II) or the Mathematics Test for English Language Learners (MTELL), or pass the Mathematics Graduation-Required Assessment for Diploma (GRAD) in order to be eligible to graduate from high school.

How do these students meet the mathematics graduation requirement?

Students in the Classes of 2010-2014 meet the state mathematics graduation requirement by:

1. Completing with a passing score or grade all state and local coursework and credits required for graduation by the school board granting the students their diploma, and

2. Receiving a score of 1150 or higher on the Mathematics MCA-II or a score of 50 or higher on the Mathematics GRAD component.

OR

1. Completing with a passing score or grade all state and local coursework and credits required for graduation by the school board granting the students their diploma, and

2. Participating in district-prescribed academic remediation in mathematics, and

3. Fully participating in at least two retests of the Mathematics GRAD or until they pass the Mathematics GRAD, whichever comes first.

Fisher High School also chooses to administer other assessments that are aimed at providing information for students to make decisions in career planning, post secondary education, and their high school program choices.  Curriculum based measures are also used in the High School to assist students, teachers, and administrators in program plans and interventions.

DISTRICT-WIDE TESTING PROGRAM

	TEST
	OBJECTIVE
	GRADE TESTED 
	USE OF RESULTS

	NWEA


	Monitor student achievement/growth
	K,1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11
	Goal Setting / Curriculum Planning

	MCA / GRAD
	MCA-II     Accountability

GRAD      Graduation 

                 Requirement
	3,4,5,6,7,8,10,11
**  9 GRAD Writing
**10 GRAD Reading
**11 GRAD Mathematics
	District Performance

Adequate Yearly Progress

GRAD Graduation Requirement / Curriculum

	ASVAB
	Determine student aptitude
	11
	Conferences / Career Planning


	PLAN

	Serve needs of college bound students
	10
	Career Planning

	PSAT

	Serve needs of college bound students
	11
	Scholarship Opportunities

	EXPLORE
	Assess individual academic strengths and weaknesses
	8
	Career planning / College Readiness


	ACCUPLACER
	Assess individual academic skills for College in the Classroom courses.
	10-11
	To determine College in the Classroom eligibility


*District-Wide Testing Program reviewed Sept. 2011
DISTRICT ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEMBERS 2011-2012
The Fisher School District convened a group of teaching staff and a number of District Advisory Committee Members in August 2010 to examine District data.  This Data Retreat helped the District establish goals and develop an action plan related to the data.
	MEMBERS
	ROLE
	APPLICATION DATE
	DATE TERM EXPIRES

	Suraya Driscoll
	K – 12 Principal
	Board Appointed
	2012

	Tami Newhouse
	District Coordinator
	Board Appointed
	2012

	Sheila Beiswenger
	School Board
	August 2011
	2012

	Kelly Berg
	Early Childhood Instructor
	August 2011
	2012

	Laura Brekken
	Elementary Instructor
	August 2011
	2012

	Tim Berg
	H.S. Instructor / Parent
	August 2011
	2012

	Lauris Svendson
	H.S. Instructor
	August 2011
	2012

	Monica Terpstra
	Sp. Ed. Instructor
	August 2011
	2012

	DeAnn Donarski
	Early Childhood Sp. Ed. / Parent
	August 2011
	2012

	Lynette Montgomery
	Technology Coordinator
	August 2011
	2012

	Gail Kasowski
	School Counselor
	August 2011
	2012

	Becky Conati
	Parent
	August 2011
	2012

	Brian  LaPlante
	Parent
	August 2011
	2012
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FISHER DISTRICT ENROLLMENT - Oct. 1, 2010

                                                                                                                                          
Elementary



Secondary

Kindergarten
13


Gr. 7                     19


Gr. 1

23


Gr. 8
             18
Gr. 2

13


Gr. 9
             20
Gr. 3

20


Gr. 10
             18
Gr. 4

19


Gr. 11
             23
Gr. 5

17


Gr. 12
             21
Gr. 6

23


Total
            247
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
In 2010-2011 students must have succesfully completed all of the required coursework and accumulated a total of 28 credits to graduate.  In 
2011-2012 students must successfully complete all required coursework and accumulate a total of 27 credits + 20 hours of required community service to graduate.  The community service component has been added to meet the legislation change that requires a minimum number of hours for student instruction. The change in total credits was approved by the Fisher School Board as a result of a change from a 4 Block class schedule to a 7 period schedule in 2009-2010
2010-2011 DISTRICT IMPROVEMENT PLAN PROGRESS
In an effort to achieve the goals set forth by the 2010-2011 District Improve Plan, the district convened a district data retreat to examine data related to student and school performance.  An action plan was formulated to address the areas of concern that were noted.  

NWEA MAP testing was conducted in the Sept. 2010 from which goals were derived for each student in Gr. 1 – 10.  These goals were reviewed mid year and revised where needed.  

Remediation and interventions were implemented for students not passing state mandated tests required for graduation.

Staff members developed, reviewed and/or updated curriculum to reflect diverse perspectives, incorporate technology and aligned state and/or national standards.  Leveled Literacy Intervention was implemented through the Title I program in primary grades.  Benchmark testing and guided reading were implemented in the primary grades and literacy circles were incorporated into Gr. 4 – 6 curriculum.  
Professional learning communities (PLC’s) were initiated and sustained throughout the school year.  The PLC’s met regularly to address the needs of the students and develop plans of intervention when required.

The District was unsuccessful in decreasing the number of students that were nonproficient on state assessments by 10%.  Students in the Fisher School District as well as the State scored lower in the area of math in Gr. 3 – 7 which may be attributed to the newly developed assessment aligned to the most current mathematic standards.  Math gains were noted in Gr. 8 & 11 with students scoring above the State average.
MINNESOTA COMPREHENSIVE ASSESSMENTS 2009-2011
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	Percent of Students Proficient on 2008 - 2010 MCA-II Reading Tests by Grade

	
	Grade 3
	Grade 4
	Grade 5
	Grade 6
	Grade 7
	Grade 8
	Grade 10

	Fisher 2009
	87.50
	87.50
	77.77
	95.45
	73.68
	93.33
	65.00

	State 2009
	78.32
	74.51
	72.23
	72.59
	64.80
	66.79
	74.15

	Fisher 2010
	94.11
	70.58
	95.65
	82.35
	72.22
	78.94
	73.91

	State 2010
	76.27
	72.51
	76.38
	71.61
	66.07
	68.09
	75.34

	Fisher 2011
	77.70
	75.10
	88.20
	86.30
	55.50
	85.00
	94.10

	State 2011
	78.50
	75.20
	80.30
	75.10
	69.60
	68.10
	75.30
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	Percent of Students Proficient on 2009 - 2011 MCA-II Math Tests by Grade

	
	Grade 3
	Grade 4
	Grade 5
	Grade 6
	Grade 7
	Grade 8
	Grade 11

	Fisher 2009
	100.00
	95.83
	61.11
	86.36
	78.94
	80.00
	20.00

	State 2009
	82.09
	74.86
	65.44
	63.75
	62.62
	59.65
	41.61

	Fisher 2010
	100.00
	82.35
	91.30
	64.70
	77.77
	57.89
	45.00

	State 2010
	82.84
	76.99
	68.64
	68.96
	64.36
	58.55
	43.27

	Fisher 2011
	72.20
	68.80
	58.80
	54.60
	50.00
	66.70
	69.60

	State 2011
	70.10
	67.20
	53.60
	50.30
	51.70
	53.20
	59.20


GRAD REPORTING
	GRAD Writing
	GRAD Writing

	Grade
	Students
	% Passing
	IEP/504 Pass
	Translated
	Exempt
	Diploma Denied

	9
	21
	90
	0
	0
	0
	0

	

	GRAD Reading

	Grade
	Students
	% Passing
MCA-II    GRAD
	IEP/504 Pass
	Translated
	Exempt
	Diploma Denied

	10
	17
	94.1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	11
	4
	0
	75
	1
	0
	0
	0

	

	GRAD Mathematics

	Grade
	Students
	% Passing

MCA-II    GRAD
	IEP/504 Pass
	Translated
	Exempt
	Diploma Denied

	11
	23
	69.6
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	12
	9
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Testing Retake Opportunities

Students that do not pass one or more of the State mandated assessments will have an opportunity to retake the test on specific dates as available by the State testing schedule.

Remediation

For students that do not pass state mandated assessments, interventions and remediation will target deficiencies. 

Senior Testing and/or Accommodations

Students are strongly encouraged to take advantage of all retest opportunities. Students moving from the 11th to 12th grade have a minimum of 
2 testing opportunities to meet the graduation requirements.  

Appeals

An appeal of the testing process can be made to the District Testing Coordinator.  Consultation with Minnesota Department of Education staff will be made if scoring, accommodations, or modifications could jeopardize testing security or results.

Security

Any breaches in test security are to be report to the District Testing Coordinator.

2011-2012 DISTRICT IMPROVEMENT PLANS 

Incorporate academic standards into project based learning throughout the curriculum so that Fisher students might graduate with the skills necessary to be successful in the 21st century.

Integrate technology into the curriculum to deepen and enhance the students’ learning process.
Develop a partnership with business to help students acquire the skills they need to survive in a complex, highly technological knowledge based society.

DISTRICT SURVEY RESULTS
March 2011
1.
Which School District do you live in?







         Response Percent                         Response Count

Fisher






64.3%


63


Climax






  2.0%


  2


Crookston





27.6%


27


East Grand Forks





  6.1%


  6


Other









  2



Grand Forks



Grand Forks



Fisher & East Grand Forks



Red Lake Falls



Own land in Fisher District
2.
Are you a…







         Response Percent                         Response Count


Community Member




  4.0%


 4


Parent






85.9%


85


Staff Member





10.1%


10

3.
At what grade level(s) would you support your child utilizing online classes?












         Response Percent                         Response Count

Grade 7






29.2%


28


Grade 8






12.5%


12


Grade 9






33.3%


32


Grade 10






36.5%


35


Grade 11






31.3%


30



Grade 12






34.4%


33


4.
Online Courses can be designed many ways, which of the following would be best suited for your child?








    Response Percent               Response Count

100% Online





  1.1%


  1


50% Online / 50% Classroom




62.4%


58



Online with weekly student / teahcer sessions


36.6%


34


5.
If Fisher School were to offer more online classes, which courses would you like to see presented in this type of format?








         Response Percent                         Response Count
English






60.7%


51


Math






52.4%


44


Social Studies





50.0%


42



Science






48.8%


41


List any electives you feel would be appropriate to offer online. (Responses)
Psychology, Art, Sociology, Health, Reading, Spelling, PreCalculus, Calculus, Physics, Foreign Language, Accounting, Keyboarding, 

Child Development, Agronomy, Medical Terminology, Engineering

6.
Some schools have implemented a four day school week.  Do you perceive this as an option for Fisher School to maintain 

current programming?








         Response Percent                         Response Count
Strongly Agree





14.4%


14

Agree






39.2%


38

Disagree






27.8%


27


Strongly Disagree





18.6%


18


7.
Would you like informational meetings held to learn more about the four day school week?







         Response Percent                         Response Count
Yes






71.9%


69

No






28.1


27

8.
Would you consider increasing the current levey to maintain present levels of programming for students?








         Response Percent                         Response Count

Yes






75.3%


67


No






24.7%


22
                  Demographics





Demographics








